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We are Proud to announce the newest members to achieve our clubs highest award , The Masters Degree !  
They are :  

Robert Statzer, N4UPX  #36 

Tom Searight,   K2CV   # 37 

David A. Reed,  NX7F   # 38 

Greg E. Golden, W0OI # 39 

Way to go guys !  

 

(Their  story on page 2 - 5 ) 

W0OI , Greg Golden at the controls 

See Gregôs story on page 5.  

The Eyeball will take place at the Vista Antique Gas and Steam Engine 

Museum in Vista California on July 31 through August 2, 2009. 

Registration is $38.00 per person, go to the registration 
page to register at  http://www.2009eyeball.com  
For questions please contact the eyeball host Loren Hunt 
ad6zj@2009eyeball.com  
Please visit the registration page to get registered. Once 
registered you can send a payment in the mail or via Pay-
pal.If paying by check please make checks payable to 
Loren Hunt or AD6ZJ.  Thanks 
Your Host, Loren AD6ZJ 
Latest news: 

March - 9, Early registration drawing was held and we have 2 winners! 

See the News and Checkins page for more details. 

Feb - 28, Early registration contest closed, drawing for early bird prizes 

will be on March 9th. 

Feb - 27, QSL cards arrived for eyeball 

Jan - 25, QSL cards ordered, click on the schedule page for a picture of 
the QSL cards. 

Jan - 30, Registration passed the 25 mark! 

QSL CARD FOR THE EYEBALL  

mailto:ad6zj@2009eyeball.com
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Me and Masters 

  Well the day finally came when I worked that last elusive DX on 75 

meters.  January 30th.  Oh yeah not to mention that was my lovely 

wifeôs birthday as well.  She let me slide on the whole celebration 

until the weekend.  She knew how hard I had been working at getting 

my Masters.  She also knew what the last DX meant to me.  I had 
been talking about it for weeks.  So anyway--------how it all got 

started. 

Well I was born on June 10th 1968 in Farmville VA.  I have been 

around Ham Radio my entire life.  No kidding my entire 40 years 

and some change.  My eldest brother, which some of you know, Ron 

K4RWS was first licensed back in 1967 sometime.  Not hard to do 

the math there and figure it out that I wasnôt even born yet.  I can 

remember as a kid watching Ron operate some rig that he and my 

father had built.  The thing had a light bulb in it as one of the compo-

nents.  Every time he would key it down the thing would glow.  Me 

being just a wee bit a lad, maybe and most likely still in diapers, it 
fascinated me so much.  I can remember also Ronnie was making 

some sort of coil.  Have no idea what it was for but I can remember 

him filing the coil form.  So how did we get started in Ham Radio?  

Our father had a television repair shop and you know what  those 

shops had.  Parts galore for Ham Radio.  Back in the good old days 

you had to make all your gear.  I guess you could say our father got 

Ronnie started in the hobby.  I Have had many hours of listening to 

and tuning around on the Hams Bands for ever it seems like.  Oh 

yeah I have to throw this in there.  I forgot to mention this Ronnie 

and I arenôt the only Hams in our family.   Ronnie and I come from a 

rather big family.  There is 6 boys and one girl.  I am the youngest 
and our sister is the oldest.  And Ronnie was the first of the boys 

born.  Now out of the seven of us 3 of us are Hams.  Our sister and 

one of our brothers.  My sisterôs husband their daughter and husband 

are as well Hams.  Now our other brother and his oldest daughter are 

as well.  All the hams are still licensed and current in all the log 

books.  Also our father became a ham late in life and his final call 

sign was N4UPX.  Yep you guessed it I took on his call as a vanity 

call soon after his death in 1995. 

So in 1990 I came home from MS to bring my wife down here to 

current QTH.  My brother David talked me into taking the Tech No 

Code test.  I just did barely pass it.  How ever I did and my ham ca-

reer started.  I played around on 2 and 6 meters for 12 years.   

Robert Statzer 

  Then with some coaxing from Ronnie back in 2002 I went 

and took the General test.  I passed the written part with no 

problems what so ever.  I thought it was rather easy to do.  But 

the code part was the hardest part for me.  But I didnôt give it up.  

I practiced hard for the next month on my code and took it again 
and didnôt pass it.  Close but didnôt pass it.  The next day I had a 

chance to take the code again at another location near by so I 

went and took it again and guess what ???  I past it with the 

copy.  Boy was I pleased to hear that I passed it.  So I got on the 

phone to Ronnie in NC and told him I had passed it.  Guess what 

he talked me into doing.  Get on 40 meters and join me at 0000 

Zulu on 7.2335.  He explained to me it was the 3905 Century 

Club and check in to the net.  So there is where I started my HF 

fun. 

That day was April 8 2002.  My first contact on the 40 Meter 

Early net was with AB8MW Frank in OH and I made 22 con-

tacts the first night I was one of the nets.  I have been hooked 
ever since.  Then Friday the 13th back in February of this year I 

was listening to the board meeting when I was voted as Masters 

#36.  Yes Friday the 13th what a lucky day for me.  What was 

really weird that my DX award is numbered 136 on 75 meters.  I 

think 36 is going to be my new lucky number.  So there we are 7 

years later and a lot of hard work. 

My congrats go out the guys that made it with me this year so 

far.  AL7QQ, N3YK, NI7F, K2CV, NX7F, AND W0OI.  Way 

to go guys.  I am sure that there will be a few more before this 

year is over.  I hope so anyway.   This is going to be the year of 

the Master I think.  We have all ready had at least one every 
month so far. 

Now to all that helped me along the way.  The first person I 

want to thank is my father, Bill Statzer (SK) N4UPX.  He got all 

of us in my family started in this hobby.  Then my brother 

Ronnie K4RWS to whom got me started with the club in 2002.  

Then to Glen WT0A if not for him and a few others I would 

have never completed the Master Degree.  A few others that 

helped along the way N9JZ, WA0SMQ (SK), NT4Z, KM5MS 

(wx updates after Katrina while I was deployed), KD4POJ 

(fellow military engineer), N5OHL (for putting up with my 

award mistakes) N5UJB (one heck of area director) W6BUM

(W9BUM?????)  WB5FDP,  and the last two whom helped me 
get my last few DX stations N3YK and NI7F.  Called me on the 

phone while I was working night shift at work.  I know I have 

missed a few in there but anyway I will say thanks to all that 

have been there on the road and every where. 

73 and take care to all. 

N4UPX Master #36 




